
Ocle Pychard Group Parish Council OBJECT to this planning 
application. 
 
This application is of significant size and scale as the county council 
planners note. 
 
It is disproportionate in scale for our local community with more than 
300 staff at the height of the picking season and a minimum of 48 even 
in December. This in a community of some 257 households. 
 
The application is not an example of sustainable development as per 
our NDP.  
 
It provides for no new housing. OPG2 provides for limited 
development which we have already identified outside settlement 
boundaries, and that does not include caravan parks. 
 
It provides little or no new employment for local people. 
 
It provides for little or no new revenue for local firms, as the workers 
will be bussed into Hereford. So our Community Shop will see no 
increase in revenue for example. 
 
It provides no new infrastructure, but instead will increase pressure 
on the local roads.  
 
The road down to Monkton farm as you will have seen I hope on your 
on site tour is already in a poor state, and is also earmarked for a 
residential development by the county council which is included in 
our NDP.  
 
The combination of the residential development, this traffic will put a 
great deal of added pressure on that lane. It will need repairs at cost to 
the council. 
 
The Parish Council are not opposed to development of the rural 
countryside, and have not objected to the creation of an agricultural 



machinery dealership in the last two years near to the site of the 
application. That was on a brown field site. 
 
The parish council have made an informed decision. We have visited a 
similar sized development at a local farm last May. We are aware of 
the issues involved with poly tunnel developments and the need to 
house seasonal workers in appropriate conditions. 
 
This development as stated would not fit in with our NDP and is 
disproportionate in size, scale and its intrusion into the open 
countryside. 
 
Finally, as we represent our constituents, this application has caused 
by far the most agitation from a wide number of the populace, both 
those immediately adjacent to the development but more widely, and 
this has also been opposed by Much Cowarne and Withington parish 
councils. 
 
As it stands this application should be rejected. 


