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OCLE PYCHARD GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 

Tuesday 17th July 2018 at 7.30pm  

In Burley Gate Village Hall. 

 

Present:  Councillors: Giles Blackmore (Chairman), Simon Harmsworth, Simon Wells, Richard Leitch, 

Pauline Watkins, Ruth Jones, and Barclay Rogers 

 

In attendance:  Emma Thomas – Parish Clerk and Ward Councillor Jonathon Lester 
 

Public: Fifty three 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence. 

 Apologies were RECEIVED and ACCEPTED from Cllr. Claire Edwards 

  

2. To receive declarations of interest and written requests for dispensation. 

 Cllr. Giles Blackmore declared a DPI against item 7.7 and signed the book 

 

3. Open Discussion 

 3.1 To receive views of local residents on parish matters. 

There were no comments other than those against item 6.1.  The Chair AGREED that these would be heard 

when the item was discussed. 

 

Cllr Paul Mess joined the meeting. 

 

 3.2 To receive a verbal report from Ward Councillor Jonathan Lester. 

 Cllr Lester’s report included the following points: 

- Herefordshire Council were looking at out-sourcing the running of the library, archive and museum services 

to improve efficiency. 

- The annual budget consultation process had started – 35 Parish Councils had been represented. 

- During Democracy Week, two schools had visited the Leader of the Council for Q & A sessions. 

- The main issue at present is the route selection for the new by-pass.  This is key to unlocking new housing 

sites. 

- JL had been to Downing Street and had spoken with the Prime Minister. 

 

Cllr Lester took questions – these included: 

- What was the timescale for the completion of the by-pass?  If funding was realized they would hope to see 

completion by 2023. 

- Have all the small-holdings been sold? Yes – HC made £43 million which is due to be re-invested to get a 

better rate of return. 

- Can the traffic lights in Hereford be better synchronized?  JL would request the system is looked at.  

 

Cllr Lester also told the floor that if anyone ever had a question they could email him at any time for an answer. 

The Chair confirmed that any comments could be forwarded via the parish council website. 

 

4. To consider the minutes of the previous meetings – 19th June 2018. 

 It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes and they were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

5. NDP update on progress since Regulation 16. 

It was REPORTED that the NDP had successfully completed the Regulation 16 Consultation period.  It had 

been approved by Herefordshire Council and an external examiner was in place to undertake the examination 

of the document in October.  Once this has been completed more information will be made available as to next 

steps. 
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6. Planning Applications 

6.1  182191 - Land at Lodge Farm and Highway Farm, Monkton Farm Lane, Ocle Pychard, 

Herefordshire 

Proposed erection of polytunnels for strawberry table top production and the necessary infrastructure, 

including internal farm access tracks, a sustainable drainage scheme with attenuation ponds, seasonal 

worker accommodation and facilities, fruit chiller, cold store and loading bay with landscaping and  

environmental enhancement measures. (19.71 Ha of polytunnels with all-year round covers and 17.31 

with seasonal covers.) 

 

Several points were made by the public – both in writing before the meeting and during the meeting – these 

included: 

- The development would have a negative visual impact on the surrounding area 

- Highway safety and activity would worsen. 

- There would be excessive noise and light pollution 

- There would be a detrimental impact on the ecology of the area 

- Sustainability of such a mobile workforce would cause issues. 

- There is little evidence of any economic benefit to the local community 

- The water management system planned would cause a detrimental impact to the surrounding area. 

- Some members of the community reportedly felt anxious about openly being against the application.  – All 

were reminded that any representations could always be made anonymously via the clerk or to the Ward 

Councillor if people felt unable to deliver them themselves. 

 

Questions were asked – including: 

- Could the NDP be used against the application?  As a document it could not as it was to do with dwellings.  

However, any survey data shown within the document could certainly be used. 

 

It was RESOLVED to object to the application and make the following statement for submitting to the planning 

department. 

 

“Ocle Pychard Group Parish Council wish to object to this application for the following reasons: 

 

- The overbearing nature of the proposal 

- Loss of local ecological habitats and wildlife. 

- Access and highway safety on the A465 

- Traffic generation in a small community 

- Noise and disturbance from the scheme 

- Detrimental effect on the public visual amenity of the area. 

 

Should Herefordshire Council decide to approve this application regardless of the significant opposition to it, the 

Parish Council wish the following statement to be taken into consideration. 

 

Whilst the council welcomes the mitigating factors included in the plan, and are not opposed in principle to 

agricultural development, we remain concerned that more could be done to mitigate the impact that such a large 

development will have on the local area. 

 

We recognise that there is considerable community opposition to this proposal. National, county and local planning 

policies suggest that developments should protect and enhance the distinctive natural and historic environments, 

with development avoiding undue loss of visual amenity or impacts on landscape character and biodiversity. A 

significant proportion of the local community feel that any poly tunnels, or certainly this large acreage of poly tunnels, 

will conflict with this policy. 

 

Therefore, after listening to our parishioners and reviewing the documents we suggest:- 

 

Additional tree lines to break up the public visual amenity impact and reduce soil erosion, and associated flood risk 

from the top fields could also be provided. We suggest along the boundaries between fields:- 

-  A1 and A2,  

- A2 and both A3 and A4 

- A3 and A4. 

 

Reviewing the supporting documents the council feel that additional bird nesting boxes could be provided - 5 being 

very meagre for such a large development and insufficient to offset the loss of natural habitat. 

Naturally the proposed extra tree lines would also provide sites for extra bird boxes to be sited. 
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Whilst we note that there will be enhanced buffer strips along the edges of the development, the importation of 

native species/colonies of bees should also be a feature of this development, which is a common factor in many poly 

tunnel developments to ensure the local species are enhanced or replaced should they be (inevitably) disturbed 

during the development of this project. This could be built into the first 5 years of the development. 

 

Following on from that, the EIA should also look carefully at the site for badger setts, brown hares and curlews which 

have all been historically noted as being present. 

 

The application provides for new and wider splays at entrance points in particular the packing plant. We would 

welcome limitations on the hours of working for that facility to reduce noise and traffic along the A465 to avoid the 

risk of road traffic incidents and disruption to existing domestic and agricultural activities. 

 

We also note that the county council should monitor and enforce the implementation of the various laws and codes 

of conduct for this development rigorously, and we will be following this up should this development go ahead. The 

applicant has additional land adjacent to this proposed development (west of Monkton Farm) which could be 

developed in the future so adherence to planning laws and codes of conduct should be considered for any future 

development.” 

 

 6.2 182347 – Lodge Farm, Monkton Farm Lane, Ocle Pychard, HR1 3QQ  

Proposed change of use of agricultural buildings to provide two units of farm managers 

accommodation, residential curtilage and parking. 

 

 It was RESOLVED to object to this application as it is linked to application 182191 above 

 

7. Finance 

 7.1 To consider the finance report, bank balances and spend against budget – Appendix 1 

The finance report was RECEIVED and ACCEPTED.  The bank statement and report were signed as a record 

of budget monitoring and bank reconciliation. 

 

 7.2 To consider the clerk’s salary for July 

7.3 To consider invoice from Autela for Payroll Services £46.80 

7.4 To consider invoice from PIP Printing – Newsletter – July and August £569.07 

7.5 To consider invoice from Zappia and Zappia for Newsletter – July and August £270 

7.6 To consider invoice from DJN Planning for NDP support at Regulation 16 £350 

It was RESOLVED to approve the above invoices for payment and the cheques and invoices were signed. 

 

Cllr Giles Blackmore left the meeting 

 

7.7 To consider payment of CiLCA training and qualification for Cllr Giles Blackmore. 

It was RESOLVED that the Council would pay for the four training modules and Cllr Blackmore could pay for the 

qualification if he wished to complete it. 

Cllr. Giles Blackmore re-joined the meeting. 

 

8. Footpaths and Highways 

8.1To consider any footpath or highway issues for reporting 

None 

 

9. Website – to consider switching to HALC/Eyelid Productions website 

 This item was DEFERRED until September. 
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10. To consider the Outstanding Actions Sheet  

 

Date/ Minute Item Action update 

19th June 2018 8.2 Roundabout Sponsorship Awaiting license from BB – all relevant information had been sent to 
BB – the clerk is awaiting a response. 

19th June 2018 9 Defibrillator Awaiting input from Heather 

19th June 2018 10 Woodland Trust Trees Clerk investigating possibility of siting trees near highway with 
planners and Balfour Beatty.  The clerk reported that planning had 
no issue with the trees.  BB would require more information 
regarding the position and type of tree, however they would not look 
at this until the roundabout license had been completed. 

 

11. To consider items for the September agenda 

 Cllrs were REQUESTED to email the clerk. 

 

12. To note date of next meeting as 18th September 2018 

 Noted 

 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm 

 

 

 

Signed: __________________________________________________________  Dated: ________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


