
NOTES  OF  THE  OPGPC  STEERING  GROUP  MEETING 
HELD  AT  BURLEY GATE  VILLAGE  HALL 
TUESDAY, 11TH APRIL  2017 AT 7.30PM 

 

 
Attendees: Cllr Richard Leitch NDP SG Coordinator, Cllr Simon 

Harmsworth NDP SG, Pam Harmsworth NDP SG Administrator, Michael 
Daly, Pat Lewis, Helen Spencer, Gray Spencer, Judy Debenham, Alan 

Debenham, Richard Allaway, Julijana Zappia, Derek Barber, Beverley 

Barber, Jane Godfrey, Michael Winston, Jennifer Winston 
 

Apologies:  David Nicholson, Iain and Liz Collinson, Henry and Tricia 
Howland, Archie Adams 

Richard welcomed everyone for coming and opened the meeting at 

7.30pm. 
 

There was a Declaration of Interest from Richard as he has put two of his 
sites up for submission. Simon commented that others may have too 

 
Call for Sites 

 
We need to make provision for 36 dwellings over the period of 2011–

2031.  Four already have approval with 2/3 more in planning which 
therefore might reduce this number. 

 
As of the deadline of 31st March, 32 applications were received by Henry, 

our Call for Sites Co-ordinator, as follows:  20 in Ullingswick, 3 in Felton 
and 9 in Ocle Pychard and Burley Gate. 

 

Richard explained that Herefordshire has a backlog of developing new 
properties as they haven't met previous years' targets but they are now 

hoping to catch up. 
 

Under the Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy 2011-2031, the county 
is split into 7 housing market areas covering about 150 parishes. To date 

109 Parish Councils have undertaken an NDP all of which are at various 
stages of the process. 

 
Those parishes who have chosen to opt out of producing one, e.g. Much 

Cowarne, will be included in the Rural Areas Development Plan Document. 
 

In total, Herefordshire has to provide approximately 5300 new dwellings 
before 2031, of which 364 are in Bromyard, our housing market area.  

 



More information on this can be found in the Herefordshire Core Strategy 

planning document - refer to the NDP references page on our Parish 
Council website. 

 
Richard then asked if there were any questions. 

 
The number of providing 36 dwellings was queried and Richard explained 

David Nicholson believes it's about 30-31 depending on current 
applications in the process. 

 
What about the questionnaire results – have these been taken into 

account yet?  The number of Ullingswick applications seems quite high. 
 

Although Ullingswick has had 20 submissions that doesn’t mean it’s more 
likely that more properties will be built there. 

 

It was explained that Burley Gate was the most popular area for 
development according to the questionnaire.  Everything will be taken 

into account in due course; information is gathered from numerous 
sources, including comments made in the questionnaire.  David will 

review the 32 sites and give us his provisional recommendations at the 
next meeting.  He will look at the questionnaire comments and take those 

into account then he’ll write the draft plan for circulation and our 
comments can be made about that too.   

 
Ultimately we will have new settlement boundaries drawn up and Simon 

explained what these are. 
 

Sites in, or neighbouring, a settlement boundary are more likely to be 
accepted.  Outside the boundary is classed as open country and not likely 

for dwellings to be accepted, unless they are on sites with existing 

buildings. Again, more details of this can be found in the Core Strategy. 
 

Maps showing where the 32 sites are located were pinned up for everyone 
to see and discuss.  

 
The next meeting will be on 23rd May at 8.00pm when David 

Nicholson, our consultant, will present his recommendations, and 
this will lead to an open questions session. 

 
The meeting was closed at 8.30pm. 

 
 

 
 


