
NOTES  OF  THE  OPGPC  STEERING  GROUP  MEETING 
HELD  AT  BURLEY GATE  VILLAGE  HALL 

TUESDAY, 14TH  FEBRUARY  2017 AT 7.00PM 
 

 
 

 
Attendees: Cllr Richard Leitch NDP SG Coordinator, Cllr Simon 

Harmsworth NDP SG, Pam Harmsworth NDP SG Administrator, David 

Nicholson, Henry and Tricia Howland, Lynda Duthy-James, Diana Kelly, 
Mick Daly, David and Sally Stubbs, Richard Allaway, Judy Debenham, 

Jane and Ian Arbuthnott, Iain and Liz Collinson, Anthony Ellis, Cathy 
Barlow, Giles Blackmore, Naomi Spratt, Tony Davies, Mark Panniers, 

David Farrell, Alastair Telford, Sally and John Ridler 

 

Apologies:  Archie Adams, Stephen and Sarah Champness, Nino and 

Julijana Zappia, Alan Debenham, Helen and Graham Spencer 

 

Richard opened the meeting at 7.03 pm and thanked everyone for coming 

and stated there would be time for questions at the end of the 
presentation. 

 
Apologies for absence were noted and he asked if there were any 

declarations of interest, to which there were none. 
 

Richard pointed out the 3 large maps of our parishes that were pinned on 
the wall - these were the ones used for our "In It To Pin It" Open Day last 

year showing where members of the public had put their flags. 
 

 
Call for Sites (CfS) 

 
Henry Howland was then introduced as our Call for Sites co-ordinator. It 

was considered appropriate that someone outside the Parish Council runs 

CfS and, as Henry had kindly volunteered, he was allocated the role. 
 

Henry has already contacted the 20 landowners who registered their 
interest and has, so far, had no new requests. 

 
Two sites have been registered so far but it's still early days as the 

deadline is 31st March. After this, all application forms received from the 
landowners will be passed on to David Nicholson. 

 



Questionnaire Analysis 

 
David was then introduced to the group and he began his Power Point 

presentation consisting of 24 slides.  These, together with a hard copy of 
the analysis, are available on the OPGPC website: 

 
http://oclepychardgroup-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

There then followed a variety of questions which David answered: 
 

Q. If we can't identify sites for 30 dwellings can they be imposed on 
 us? 

 
A. It's anticipated that we will easily get the 30, and we may well be 

 able to allocate more. 

 
Q. Supposing we have more than enough sites, how do you choose?  

 What about our views on those sites - will they be taken into 
 account? 

 
A. The information Henry collects goes to David and he will look at the 

 various sites from a planning point of view and assess them, e.g. 
 look at their capacity, etc. There are a number of  different factors 

 to be taken into account. Planning is about judgment and the Parish 
 Council is merely the body steering the process and seeking advice.  

 David will look in depth at various issues – how do the sites relate 
 to the questionnaire, for example, and then he will give a balanced 

 view.   
 

 One option would be to have a mini consultation on David's 

 conclusions before proceeding to prepare the draft Plan itself.  
 There will be a minimum period of 6 weeks for people to consider 

 and discuss the draft, so everyone can have their say before the 
 plan goes to Herefordshire Council. Ultimately there will be a 

 referendum. 
 

Q. How do you estimate how many houses can be developed on a site?   
 

A. Accepted densities will be used although there is a danger of being 
 too precise here. Also, we don’t know how many properties a 

 developer may want to build on any given site. 
 

Q. What is the time scale after CfS? 
 

A. Housing site assessments by David are scheduled over  April/May 

 2017.  A draft plan will be drawn up over the summer, followed  by 



 the 6 weeks' consultation.  Then everything will be forwarded to 

 Herefordshire Council in the autumn. 
 

 The plan will be examined  independently by someone outside 
 Herefordshire before the referendum, where the majority voters 

 have the final say.  It's a long process because there will be a lot of 
 public consultation taking place. 

 
 

 
Richard then explained that NDP recently met with Stephanie Kitto from 

Herefordshire Council.  She is our Neighbourhood Planning Officer and is 
there to guide us through the processes. One question we had for her was 

regarding settlement boundaries.   
 

Richard asked David if he would explain to the group what exactly these 

are. 
 

None of our 3 settlements currently have defined boundaries so we will 
need to draw them up.  A settlement boundary is a line that is drawn on a 

plan around a village to determine where the village ends and open 
countryside begins. It shows the distinction between the two. David will 

draft the settlement boundaries and OPGPC will ultimately agree on where 
they are.  

 
Q. What happens if the majority of referendum votes are for fewer 

 than 30 dwellings? 
 

A. We have to have already been able to account for a minimum of 30 
 before a referendum can take place. 

 

 If we reject the plan after the referendum, the Parish Council can 
 give up or go back a few stages and try again, or ask Hereford 

 Council to step in and decide. 
 

 
Richard then thanked David and reminded the group if anyone wants to 

see the report it's available on the website, or they can contact Pam for a 
copy. 

 
 

AOB - None 
 

 
Date of next meeting - Tuesday, 14th March at 7.00pm 

 

The meeting was closed at 8.10pm. 


