
Template A1: Identification and review of local Neighbourhood Area relevant plans, policies and programmes 

Parish Council Name: Ocle Pychard Group 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Name: Ocle Pychard Group Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Date completed: January 2017 

Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

The EC 
Conservation of 
Habitats and 
Species 
Regulations 

European 
Union 
Legislation 

2010 These regulations 
transpose the 
Habitats Directive in 
England, Wales and 
to a limited extent 
Scotland by ensuring 
that activities are 
carried out in 
accordance with the 
Habitats Directive, 
which is to protect 
biodiversity through 
the conservation of 
natural habitats and 
species of wild flora 
and fauna.   

The Regulations make it an 
offence (subject to exceptions) 
to deliberately capture, kill, 
disturb, or trade in the animals 
listed in Schedule 2, or pick, 
collect, cut, uproot, destroy, or 
trade in the plants listed in 
Schedule 4. However, these 
actions can be made lawful 
through the granting of licenses 
by the appropriate authorities.  

 Biodiversity 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan 
should be compliant with all 
the relevant legislation and 
regulations. 

The EC Water 
Framework 
Directive 

European 
Union 

2000 Commits all EU 
member states to 
achieve good 
qualitative and 
quantitative status of 
all water courses by 
2015 
 

Aims for 'good status' for all 
ground and surface waters 
(rivers, lakes, transitional 
waters, and coastal waters) in 
the EU 
 
 

 Water The Neighbourhood Plan 
should be compliant with all 
the relevant legislation and 
regulations. 

The Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 
(1981) 

Domestic 
Legislation 

1981 The major legal 
instrument for wildlife 
protection in Britain, 
although other 
significant acts have 
been passed since. It 

The principle mechanism for the 
legislative protection of wildlife 
in Great Britain. 

 Biodiversity 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

The Neighbourhood Plan 
should be compliant with all 
the relevant legislation and 
regulations. 

                                                           
1
 Derived from the LDF General Scoping Report (June 2007) 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

has numerous parts 
and supplementary 
lists and schedules 
many of which have 
been amended since 
publication. 

 Material assets 

 Soil 
 

The Countryside 
and Right of 
Way Act (2000) 

Domestic 
Legislation 

2000 Creates a statutory 
right of access on 
foot to certain types 
of open land, to 
modernise the public 
rights of way system, 
to strengthen nature 
conservation 
legislation, and to 
facilitate better 
management of 
AONBs.  

The Act provides for a new right 
of access on foot to areas of 
open land comprising: Mountain 
(land over 600 metres); 
Moorland; Heath; Downland; 
Registered common land. 
 
There are provisions to consider 
extending the right in the future 
to coastal land, but not 
woodland despite some early 
publicity suggesting this. 

 

 Biodiversity 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Soil 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan 
should be compliant with all 
the relevant legislation and 
regulations. 

The Natural 
Environment 
and Rural 
Communities 
Act (2006) 

Domestic 
Legislation 

2006 Designed to help 
achieve a rich and 
diverse natural 
environment and 
thriving rural 
communities through 
modernised and 
simplified 
arrangements for 
delivering 
Government policy. 

Provides that any public body or 
statutory undertaker in England 
and Wales must have regard to 
the purpose of conservation of 
biological diversity in the 
exercise of their functions.  

 Biodiversity 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Soil 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan 
should be compliant with all 
the relevant legislation and 
regulations. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Revised EU 
Sustainable 
Development 
strategy 

European 
Union 
Strategy 

2009 Sets out a single 
strategy on how the 
EU will more 
effectively meet its 
long-standing 
commitment to meet 
the challenges of 
sustainable 
development.  

Recognises the need to 
gradually change current 
unsustainable consumption and 
production patterns and move 
towards a better integrated 
approach to policy making.  The 
Strategy sets overall objectives, 
targets and concrete actions for 
seven key priority challenges, 
predominantly environmental: 

 Climate change and clean 
energy; 

 Sustainable transport 

 Sustainable production and 
consumption; 

 Public health threats; 

 Better management of 
natural resources; 

 Social inclusion, 
demography and migration; 

 Fighting global poverty. 

 Air 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Population and 
human health 

The Neighbourhood Plan 
should take into account the 
objectives of the strategy.  
The aim of sustainable 
development should be 
implicit in its approach. 

Biodiversity 2020: 
A strategy for 
England’s wildlife 
and ecosystem 
services 

National 
Strategy 

2011 Forms part of the UK’s 
Post-2010 Biodiversity 
Framework by setting 
out England’s 
contribution towards 
the UK’s commitments 
under the United 
Nations Convention of 
Biological Diversity.  

Sets out to halt overall 
biodiversity loss, support 
healthy well-functioning 
ecosystems and establish 
coherent ecological networks, 
with more and better places for 
nature for the benefit of wildlife 
and people. 
 
 

 Biodiversity 
 

The NDP should take 
account of the provisions of 
the strategy, making the 
most of opportunities to 
enhance wildlife habitats or 
restore degraded 
ecosystems in the process. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

National 
Planning Policy 
Framework 
(NPPF) 

National 
planning 
policy.  

2012 Consolidates the 
suite of PPG/PPS 
into one succinct 
planning policy 
document. 

  Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural heritage 
and the 
landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 

The NDP should take into 
account the relevant policies 
set within the NPPF. 

Planning 
Practice 
Guidance  

Governmen
t Guidance  

2014 Provides guidance to 
local planning 
authorities and others 
on the operation of 
the planning system. 

  Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural heritage 
and the 
landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

The NDP should take into 
account the planning 
guidance provided within 
these documents. 

Herefordshire 
Core Strategy, 
(adopted) 2011-
2031  

Developme
nt Plan 
Document 
(DPD) 

2015 Sets out the vision, 
objectives and 
policies for the 
Herefordshire Local 
Plan (Core Strategy), 

Outlines the emerging suite of 
countywide planning policies 
relating to housing, economic 
development and the 
environment, which the NDP 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural heritage 
and the 

The NDP should take 
account of relevant policies 
set within in the Core 
Strategy.   
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Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

which will guide 
development across 
the county up to 
2031. 

will need to be in conformity 
with where relevant.  
 
The Core Strategy includes a 
range of objectives, five of 
which directly relate to rural 
areas:  
 

 To meet the housing needs 
of all sections of the 
community 
 

 To improve access to 
services in rural areas 

 To strengthen the economic 
viability of the villages and 
their rural hinterlands 

 To achieve sustainable 
communities and protect the 
environment 

 To conserve, promote, utilise 
and enjoy our natural, built, 
historic and cultural assets 
for the fullest benefit of the 
whole community. 
 

To achieve a thriving rural 
Herefordshire, the Core 
Strategy seeks to enhance the 
role the villages have 
traditionally played in as 

landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 
 

Where necessary, the NDP 
should provide services, 
facilities and employment 
opportunities that are 
accessible to both local and 
neighbouring communities.  
 
Ocle Pychard Group is 
made up of four areas.  
These are listed in the Core 
Strategy under the listed 
Bromyard HMA as: 
Ocle Pychard – Figure 4.15 
Ullingswick – Figure 4.15 
Burley Gate –  Figure 4.14  
Felton – not listed 
This means the NDP should 
take into consideration the 
criteria set within Policy RA1 
and RA2. 
 
The neighbourhood plan 
should allocate a minimum 
of 36 dwellings within Ocle 
Pychard Group within the 
plan period of 2011 to 2031. 
 
Completions from 2011 – 
2016 and Commitments as 
at April 1 2016, totalling 5, 
leaves a minimum figure of 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

accessible, sustainable centres 
for their rural catchments. 
 
Ocle Pychard Group is within 
the Bromyard Housing Market 
Area (HMA).  The target for 
proportionate growth is 15% 
across the parish. 

31 dwellings to allocate. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Herefordshire 
Local Transport 
Plan 2016-2031 
 

Corporate 2016 The Local Transport 
Plan outlines the 
significant 
role that transport will 
play to enable the 
delivery 
of the Core Strategy 
proposals.This sets 
out the Council’s 
strategy for 
supporting economic 
growth, social 
inclusion and 
reducing the 
environmental 
impacts of transport, 
as well as the 
program of 
investment for the 
period 2016 to 2031. 
 
 

The Transport Plan aims to 
increase highway capacity for 
new development sites as 
improve efficiency of existing 
transport network. 
 
The document includes five key 
objectives, one which plans to 
enable economic growth 
connecting new roads with 
developments. 
Intrinsic to this is to provide a 
good quality transport network. 
The other objectives aim to 
promote healthy lifestyles with 
pollution reduction and active 
travel schemes. Improvements 
will be made to make journeys 
easier and safer, ensuring 
access to services for living in 
rural areas maximising 
accessibility.  
 
 

 Air 

 Climate factors 

 Population and 
human health 
 

The LTP does not explore 
current transport issues in 
the Ocle Pychard Group 
Neighbourhood Plan area, 
but any new development 
proposed through the NDP 
should seek to reduce the 
environmental impacts of 
transport. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Understanding 
Herefordshire 
Report  

Built and 
natural 
environ-
ment 

2016 Important to 
understand the place 
such as the local 
economy natural and 
built environment in 
which people live, 
learn and work as 
part of understanding 
their quality of life 

Promotion of healthy 
lifestyle choices. 

Enable development 
for economy and 
housing to required 
levels. 

Growth should be 
supported by 
sustainable transport 
measures. 

An air quality management plan 
is in place to tackle this. 
Destination Hereford project is 
in place to give locals more 
sustainable transport options.  

 
Sustainable transport measures 
will also help to promote active 
lifestyles within Herefordshire. 
 
 

Improve air quality. 

Have a more 
diverse range of 
transport options.  

None identified. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Malvern Hills 
AONB 
Management 
Plan 2014-2019 

Corporate 2015 The Management 
Plan is the prime 
document which sets 
out the vision and 
objectives for the 
Malvern Hills AONB 
area and the priorities 
for its management. 

Identifies the issues and 
challenges facing the special 
features of the area and 
contains 21 guiding principles 
and 14 strategic objectives and 
76 policies which will help 
address them. 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

The Ocle Pychard Group 
Neighbourhood Plan Area is 
not within or adjacent to the 
Malvern Hills AONB. 

Wye Valley 
AONB 
management 
Plan 2015-2020 

Corporate 2015 The Management 
Plan is the prime 
document which sets 
out the vision for the 
Wye Valley AONB 
area and the priorities 
for its management. 

Sets out a range of objectives 
which seek to reconcile the 
competing interests of the 
environment, the ecology and 
the social and economic well-
being of the AONB. 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

Ocle Pychard Group 
Neighbourhood Plan Area is 
not within the Wye Valley 
AONB. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Herefordshire 
Economic 
Development 
Strategy 2011-
2016 

Corporate 2011 Aims to increase the 
economic wealth of 
Herefordshire by 
setting out proposals 
and to support 
business growth up to 
2016. 

 

The document outlines the path 
and direction to foster economic 
vitality within Herefordshire.  
Key objectives therefore 
include:  
 

 Sustaining business survival 

and growth 

 Increasing wage levels, 

range and quality of jobs 

 Having a skilled population 

to meet future work needs 

 Developing the county’s 

built infrastructure so 

enterprise can flourish. 
 
 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 
 

None of merit 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Herefordshire 
Employment 
Land Study 

Evidence 2012 Includes employment 
land assessments for 
the plan period 2011-
2031. The study 
includes Quantitative 
and Qualitative 
assessments of 
employment land, 
assessment of 
market demand and 
need, as well as 
providing forecasts 
and 
recommendations for 
future employment 
need over the plan 
period. 

This study covers existing 
employment sites in Hereford, 
the five market towns and their 
rural hinterlands. 
 
There are no direct employment 
land allocations within Ocle 
Pritchard Group (Ocle Pychard, 
Burley Gate, Felton, 
Ullingswick) at present and so 
the study does not identity sites 
which are worthy of continued 
protection from alternative uses.  
Nor does it make any 
recommendations in respect of 
employment need within the 
neighbourhood area. 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 
 

None of merit.  
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Herefordshire 
Housing Land 
Availability 
Assessment 
(SHLAA) 
 
 

Evidence 2015 The HELAA aims to 
justify site allocations 
in plans by: 
 

 Identifying sites 
which are capable 
of delivering 
housing 
development 

 Assessing sites for 
their housing 
potential; and 

 Predicting when a 
site could be 
developed for 
housing. 

In terms of Ocle Pychard Group the 
previous SHLAA doesn’t identify 
direct development areas for Ocle 
Pychard (4.15), Ullingswick (4.15) 
or Felton (Unclassified).   
Burley Gate (4.14) is identified in 
the 2015 SHLAA with numerous 
allocated SHLAA sites: 
 
HLLA/322/001 – Low suitability - 
Identified via call for sites, 0.36 ha, 
brownfield, 5 dwellings, 16-20 year 
timescale for development. 
 
O/Bgate/001 – No suitability during plan 
period – LA Officer identified, greenfield, 
0.63 ha, 0 dwellings. 
 
O/Bgate/002 – No suitability during plan 
period – LA Officer identified, greenfield, 
0.73 ha, 0 dwellings. 
 
O/Bgate/003 - No suitability during plan 
period – LA Officer identified, greenfield, 
0.64 ha, 0 dwellings.  

 
O/Bgate/004 - Low suitability – LA 
Officer identified, greenfield, 1.46 ha, 5 
dwellings, 16-20 year timescale for 
development, availability unknown. 
 
O/Bgate/005 - No suitability during plan 
period  
 
P653 – No suitability during plan period 
– UDP, greenfield, 1.57 ha, 0 dwellings. 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

The SHLAA assesses the 
potential availability of land 
for housing in the wider 
HMA, however does not 
directly allocate land for 
development in Ocle 
Pychard Group.  The 
SHLAA has however 
identified a number of low to 
non-suitable sites in Burley 
Gate (4.14). 
 
The Ocle Pychard Group 
NDP should be informed by 
the findings of the SHLAA.  
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Herefordshire 
Local Housing 
Market 
Assessment 
(LHMA) 

Evidence 2013 Builds on an earlier 
Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment 
(SHMA) developed 
for Herefordshire and 
Shropshire.  Its 
purpose is to inform 
the Local Plan’s 
policies regarding 
housing need and 
demand (for market 
and affordable 
housing) within each 
of the 7 Housing 
Market Areas (HMAs) 
in Herefordshire 
between 2011 and 
2031 
 

The LHMA uses 7 HMAs as the 
geography for presenting data.  
 
Ocle Pychard Group and falls 
within the Bromyard HMA.   
 

 57% of households are 
unable to afford market 
housing. 
 

 There is an annual 
requirement for 72 affordable 
dwellings between 2012 and 
2017. 

 
The study highlights that within 
the Bromyard HMA the overall 
estimated housing need by size 
2012-2017 is as follows: 
1 Bed – 45.8% 2 bed – 29.9%, 
3 bed – 8.4%, 4 bed- 15.9%. 
 
The study identifies that, in rural 
parts of Bromyard LHMA, 
between 2011-2031 there is a 
need for: 

 519  market houses  

 346 affordable houses 
 
 
 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climatic factors 

 Cultural 
heritage 

 Flora and fauna 

 Population 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

The LHMA provides an 
indication of housing needs 
and affordability within the 
Bromyard HMA.  
 
It provides evidence that 
could be used to inform 
policies or market and 
affordable housing 
requirements in the NDP.  
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Herefordshire 
Local Housing 
Requirements 
Study 2012 
(updated in 
2014) 

Evidence 2014 Technical 
assessment of the 
housing market and 
potential future local 
housing requirements 
which supports 
planning policy 
regarding the amount 
of growth, housing 
tenure and housing 
type needed within 
Herefordshire up to 
2031. 

The delivery of 5,300 homes in 
the rural areas would: 
 

 Support growth in the rural 
population by 6% 

 Increase the number of 
households by 14.5% 

 
Forecasts also predict that 
growth in the population of the 
rural areas is likely to be 
primarily through an increase in 
those aged over 75.  
 
Moderate growth is expected in 
the 30-44 and 60-74 age 
brackets. 
 
The Local Housing 
Requirements Study therefore 
anticipates continuing 
improvements in life 
expectancy; significant growth 
is expected of those in their 
80s, with the existing population 
in their 40s and 50s moving into 
retirement. 
As a consequence, the rural 
areas will face an increasing 
urgency to provide more 3 
bedroom homes, with more 1 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

This study provides an 
indication of housing 
requirements in the rural 
areas and the Bromyard 
HMA.   
 
This evidence can be used 
to inform the content of the 
Ocle Pychard Group, which 
could include policies to 
facilitate the provision of the 
right types of homes in the 
right places. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

and 2 bed homes required in 
the affordable sector.  
 

Herefordshire 
Rural Housing 
Background 
Report 

Evidence 2013 Provides the 
justification for the 
proportional housing 
growth targets 
outlined in the Core 
Strategy 

The area of Ocle Pychard 
Group is made up of split 
classified areas.  Burley Gate is 
classified as a 4.14 settlement, 
which means it is considered a 
sustainable location for 
proportional growth of up to 
15% across the parish.  Ocle 
Pychard and Ullingswick are 
classified as 4.15 settlements 
which fall within the Bromyard 
HMA and are also is considered 
a sustainable location for 
proportional growth of up to 
15% across the parish.  Felton 
is included in this HMA also. 
 
 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

The Ocle Pychard Group 
NDP will need to be in 
conformity with the 
provisions of Core Strategy 
Policy RA1 and RA2. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Herefordshire 
Draft Gypsies 
and Travellers 
Assessment 

Evidence 2016 Assesses the 
accommodation 
needs of Gypsies and 
Travellers across 
Herefordshire. 

Key findings from the survey of 
Gypsy and Traveller 
households in 2012 found that: 
 

 31% of households 
surveyed have some sort of 
accommodation need 

 Of the 17 households with 
an accommodation need, 7 
had a requirement for at 
least one additional pitch 

 10 households had a 
requirement for bricks and 
mortar housing 

 There is an additional 
requirement for 7 pitches 
and 9 units of Registered 
Social Landlord 
accommodation within 
Herefordshire.   
 
 
 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

The Ocle Pychard Group 
NDP must establish whether 
any of the need identified in 
this assessment falls within 
the neighbourhood area and 
make appropriate provisions 
for it. 

Herefordshire 
Local 
Biodiversity 
Action Plan 

Evidence 2007 Focuses conservation 
efforts on the areas 
within Herefordshire 
that will result in the 
greatest benefit for 
ecological networks, 
habitats and species. 

Integrating biodiversity 
objectives with other 
environmental, social and 
economic needs can provide a 
sustainable living and working 
environment that benefits both 
people and nature. 

 Biodiversity The NDP can help to 
achieve the LBAP priorities. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Building 
Biodiversity into 
the LDF 

Evidence 2009 Provides the 
Council’s Local Plan 
(Core Strategy) with 
evidence in respect of 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity, 
identifying both 
opportunities and 
constraints across 
Herefordshire. 

This document provides useful 
information in respect of 
Hereford and the market towns 
only.   

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

There is a lack of 
information about rural 
areas which means it will be 
necessary to gather and 
assess existing biodiversity 
and geodiversity data, in 
order to ensure that the 
Ocle Pychard Group NDP 
can overcome any existing 
constraints and capitalise on 
opportunities to enhance 
habitats and their networks. 

Herefordshire 
Green 
Infrastructure 
Strategy 

Evidence 2010 Develops a 
framework of natural 
and culturally 
important features 
and functions so that 
planning for a 
sustainable future is 
at the heart of 
planning within 
Herefordshire.  

Establishes policies and 
principles for the protection and 
enhancement of those features 
and functions that contributes to 
the environment of 
Herefordshire across a range of 
scales. 

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

The study provides 
evidence that could be 
taken into account when 
preparing policies for the 
Ocle Pychard Group NDP. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Renewable 
Energy Study 

Evidence 2010 Assesses the energy 
demand within 
Herefordshire and the 
ability for the county 
to accommodate 
renewable and low 
carbon energy 
technologies. 

The total energy demand 
excluding transport for 
Herefordshire, at that point in 
time, was calculated as being: 
 

 Electrical: 731 GWh/yr 

 Heat: 1,810 GWh/yr 

 Total: 2,541 GWh/yr 
 
There is scope for all types of 
renewable energy production.  

 Air 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 

 Soil 

 Water 
 

The study provides 
evidence that could be 
taken into account when 
preparing policies for the 
Ocle Pychard Group NDP. 
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Plans and 
Programmes 

Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Herefordshire 
Playing Pitch 
Assessment  

Evidence 2012 Produces a strategic 
framework, audit and 
assessment and 
needs analysis of 
outdoor sports 
pitches and facilities 
for Herefordshire.  
The document arises 
as a result of a 
recommendation in 
the Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire 
Sports Facilities 
Framework to 
develop local 
standards for playing 
fields and sports 
pitches throughout 
Herefordshire. 
 

The study updates components 
of the Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire Sports Facilities 
Framework 2010 such as 
updating population forecasts, 
setting local standards for 
synthetic turf pitches and grass 
playing fields within 
Herefordshire. It identifies any 
current gaps in provision, and 
looks forward to 2031 to assess 
what facilities are likely to be 
required by that date. 
 
 

There are no playing pitches 
within Ocle Pychard Group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Biodiversity 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 
 

The study provides 
evidence that could be 
taken into account when 
preparing policies for the 
Ocle Pychard Group NDP. 
 
Additional local evidence 
may be required to identify if 
there is a need for any 
secured playing pitch 
facilities within the Group 
Parish. 
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Type of 
document 

Date Overview 
Key message, 
target/objective/indicator 

SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Open Spaces 
Study 

Evidence 2006 The 2006 space audit 
and assessment of 
need is a snap shot 
of the quality, quantity 
and distribution of 
open space across 
Herefordshire.  

The study reveals that within 
the Bromyard area, to which 
Ocle Pychard Group NDP is a 
part, there is: 
 

 Extensive under 
provision of parks and 
Gardens  

 Extensive over 
provision of natural and 
semi natural 
greenspace  

 Under provision of 
amenity greenspace 
and outdoor sport 

 Average provision for 
children and young 
people  

 

 Biodiversity 

 Climate factors 

 Cultural 
heritage and 
the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 
 

The open space audit and 
assessment of does not 
give a specific indication of 
open space shortfalls and 
surpluses in Ocle Pychard 
Group. 
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SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Play Facilities 
Study 

Evidence 2006 The Play Facilities 
Study 2012 updates 
the previous play 
facilities analysis 
under the Open 
Spaces Study 2006 
and provides 
guidance and a 
framework for the 
development, delivery 
and continued 
sustainability of 
providing new and 
improved play 
facilities for children 
and young people in 
Herefordshire to 
2031. 

Ocle Pychard Group have a 
population of under 500 with no 
formal play provision. 
 

 Biodiversity 
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the landscape 

 Flora and fauna 

 Material assets 

 Population and 
human health 
 

The study provides 
evidence that could be 
taken into account when 
preparing policies for the 
Ocle Pychard Group NDP. 
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document 
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SEA topic(s)
1
 

Implications for the NDP 
and SEA 

Strategic Flood 
Risk 
Assessment 
(SFRA) and 
Water Cycle 
Study 2009 
 

Evidence 2009 The Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment 
(SFRA) provides a 
summary of flood risk 
in Herefordshire to 
inform the location of 
future development.  
 
The Water Cycle 
Study examines how 
water resources and 
water supply 
infrastructure, 
wastewater 
treatment, water 
quality, sewerage and 
flood risk could 
constrain growth 
across Herefordshire. 
 

Ocle Pychard Group The Group Parish 
lies within the hydrological catchment of 
the River Wye SAC and sits in the 
hydrological catchment of the River 
Lugg, in the Little Lugg sub-catchment.  
 
The SFRA study states that: 
 
It has a 35-40% standard run 
percentage run off by sub catchment. 
This is potentially highly unsuitable for 
infiltration source control. 

 
A moderately rapid flood response (Tp-
time to peak) time at around 5-7 hours.  

 
The River Lugg is currently designated 
as ‘Poor’ in its ecological status, and it 
has been established that there will be 
significant housing pressure particularly 
around Leominster that is likely to 
exacerbate this problem. The River Wye 
from the Lugg confluence (part of the 
SAC) is designated as a eutrophic 
sensitive waterbody, and hence 
mitigation measures will be required in 
conjunction with improved farming 
practice to provide mitigation measures.  

 

 Biodiversity 
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 Water 
 

New development proposed 
through the Ocle Pychard 
Group NDP should be 
assessed against the 
capacity of local 
infrastructure.  Where 
appropriate mitigation 
measures should be 
established within the NDP. 
 
Up-to-date flood risk 
information should be 
gathered from the 
Environment Agency, in 
order to ensure that any 
flood risks are considered 
when preparing the Ocle 
Pychard Group NDP.  
 

 


