
NOTES  OF  THE  OPGPC  STEERING  GROUP  MEETING 
HELD  AT  BURLEY GATE  VILLAGE  HALL 

TUESDAY, 10TH  JANUARY  2017 AT 7.00PM 
 

 
 

Attendees: Cllr Richard Leitch NDP SG Coordinator, Cllr Simon 
Harmsworth NDP SG, Pam Harmsworth NDP SG Administrator, David 

Nicholson, Henry and Tricia Howland, Helen and Graham Spencer, Mick 

Daly, Alan and Judy Debenham, Harriet and David Farrell, Maggie Wilson  
 

Apologies:  Archie Adams, Iain Collinson, Nino and Julijana Zappia  
 

 
Richard opened the meeting at 7.00 pm and introduced everyone. 

 
With all the tick boxes having been added up, and the hand-written 

comments typed, all the questionnaires had been passed on to David for 
him to start his analysis. 

 
For this meeting he had prepared, and passed around, two handouts - the 

first concerned Question 2, "How should we distribute the new 
housing between the three villages?" The analysis showed that a 

majority of 114 residents answering the question (68%) agreed that most 

new housing should be focused at Burley Gate, with a smaller amount 
directed to Ocle Pychard and Ullingswick.  

 
The second handout was based on the section "Information about you".  

This showed that the number of male and female residents answering this 
section were almost evenly split, and that the majority of people had lived 

in the Ocle Pychard Group of parishes for longer than 25 years.  
 

At the next SG meeting in February, David will prepare a power point 
presentation giving us a more detailed analysis of the information from all 

sections of the questionnaire.  
 

Our next major piece of work will be Call for Sites (CFS). The Local Core 
Strategy states that our minimum housing requirement will be for 36 new 

dwellings between 2011 and 2031; with 5 having already been built, this 

leaves a residual requirement of 31.  According to the Core Strategy, the 
main focus should be Burley Gate and this has been shown to be the 

preference of the residents who answered Question 2, as stated above.  
There is no cap on this amount and we might well choose to allocate more 

in our Plan if land is available.   

 



David explained that in the NDP we need to demonstrate how the 

minimum housing requirement will be met.  There will be two elements to 
this:   

1. An overall numerical allowance we make for “windfalls”.  These are 

dwellings which will continue to come about under planning policy, for 
example, as barn conversions or infills in the villages named above.  We 

will need to estimate how many such homes are likely to arise in this 
way.  A number of people have already told us they are thinking of such a 

scheme, and this will be useful evidence for our estimate.    

2. Identifying land within the NDP for housing development.  To make up 

the minimum requirement we think we will need to allocate a site, or 
sites, in the Plan.     

The CFS will help inform this next stage of the NDP.  We mainly want to 

hear from landowners, notably those with land in, or adjacent to, Burley 
Gate, Ocle Pychard and Ullingswick, and who may be thinking about 

bringing their land forward for development as Plan allocations.   

We would also like to continue to hear in the CFS about potential windfalls 

because this will be helpful in arriving at an evidence-based windfall 
estimate for the NDP.  David confirmed that whilst it was helpful to know 

about such possibilities now, any such schemes not notified in the CFS 
could still come forward later.  Homes would continue to be provided by 

building conversions and the development of village infill plots where they 
meet the planning policies in the Core Strategy and NDP.  The NDP could 

not set an upper limit on the amount of new housing up to 2031. 

Richard then introduced Henry as our CFS Coordinator as all 

communication with landowners will be through him.  
 

David has written an item advertising CFS for our newsletter -  this is the 
start of the process. A Site Submission Form, tailored for our area and 

based on a generic template that Hereford Council use, has also been 
produced by David for landowners to complete and send to Henry. 

Advertising will be placed in the Hereford Times as well as posters printed 
for the parish notice boards. 

 
We need to encourage potential landowners to use the appropriate form - 

it could be that local residents may know of someone who might have 

land they want developed but, as yet, haven't made themselves known to 
us. David explained that sometimes landowners  "keep their gunpowder 

dry", waiting until the last minute to tell you about their site. He said it is 
preferable to avoid last minute surprises. So, if we know of anyone who 

could potentially be interested, could we please pass on their information 
to Henry.  

 



All the information for CFS is on the OPGPC website. 

 
A list of 19 landowners, who have already made themselves known to us, 

has been produced for Henry so he will be writing to them shortly. 
 

The closing date for submitting the form will be 31st March 2017. 
 

Once all the forms have been submitted, David will look at the sites in 
more detail, e.g. are they in a conservation area, etc.  

 
At the end of the day, it’s the parishioners who agree the plan – 

appropriate windfalls will be written in the plan and at this stage all we 
need to do is see how big the windfall category needs to be. 

  
By the time we next meet this exercise will be rolling so Henry will be able 

to update us. 

 
 

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday, 14th February at 7.00pm when 
David will give his power point presentation of the questionnaire analysis. 

As always, our meetings are open to everyone, so if you know of anyone 
from any of our neighbouring parishes outside of OPG Parish who might 

be interested in seeing the presentation, please invite them.  
 

 
Richard closed the meeting at 7.50 pm. 

 


