
NOTES  OF  THE  OPGPC  STEERING  GROUP  MEETING 
HELD  AT  BURLEY GATE  VILLAGE  HALL 

TUESDAY, 8TH  NOVEMBER  2016 AT 7.00PM 
 
 

Attendees: Cllr Richard Leitch NDP SG Co-ordinator, Cllr Simon Harmsworth 

NDP SG, Pam Harmsworth NDP SG Administrator, David Nicholson, Helen 
Spencer, Mick Daly, Andrew Edwards, Tricia Howland, Henry Howland, Judy 

Debenham 
 

Apologies:  Archie Adams, Stephen and Sarah Champness, Iain Collinson, 
Julijana and Nino Zappia. 
 

 

The meeting was opened at 7.00pm and Richard thanked everyone for coming 

along. 
 

 

Update on NDP issues  
 

Questionnaire 

 
Richard stated that the questionnaire has now been delivered, he believes, to 

every household in our parish group. He has also received very positive 
comments by some residents who have said it is an excellent looking 

document and very well designed.  
 

The Questionnaire Collection Box is now in the Village Shop for residents to 
drop off their completed forms. It has been placed behind the counter where it 

can't be reached by the general public. David informed us that we will probably 
have some late returns, as is usually the case, so by the middle of December 

he can start analysing the results.   
 

 

What Next?  
 

Simon had prepared a handout entitled "The Path Ahead" showing all the 

future stages of the Plan and our progression so far. 
 

Most of the stages, up to submission of the NDP to Herefordshire Council, are 
handled by the Steering Group. After that, the Council then takes more 

responsibility. 
 

The downside to this is that we won’t be in control of some of these future 
stages and won’t necessarily know timings or how long the Council  will take to 

complete them. 
 

Activity Night  
 

Our next meeting will be an Activity Night  when we can have a preliminary 
look at the responses in the returned questionnaires.  

 



All the residents' opinions in the "Comments Boxes" will need to be typed up 
and we need to make sense of the various ticks in boxes, adding up the ticks 

in each cell. Steering Group attendees can help with this and the more we 
have the quicker we can get it all done. 

  
Before the next meeting the questionnaires can be opened as and when we get 

them and some basic information can be noted to save some time. 
 

 

Call for Sites  
 

This will be our next main activity in Spring 2017 with Henry Howland as the 
"Go To" person for this stage of the Plan. Landowners have already started to 

make themselves known to us. 

 
Adverts will be placed in the January/February Community Newsletter, and we 

will also advertise in local newspapers and magazines, etc. The wider the area 
we can publicise the better.  

 
David made the comment that land around villages would probably only be 

suitable for development, not that which is in open countryside. He added that 
we will get a list of sites but there will be various rules that will dictate what is 

applicable and where.  He will also do a housing site assessment from a 
technical planning perspective and then prepare a draft plan to include issues 

that residents have mentioned through their comments and opinions in the 
questionnaires. 

 
If there is anything controversial that arises as a result, then we may have a 

one-off meeting in the specific village/villages to discuss the issues raised.  
 

 

Future SG Meetings  

 
Meetings will continue on the second Tuesday of the month. 
 

 

AOB  

 
Future of the Community Newsletter  

 
The Community Newsletter is to be started up again in January 2017. More 

volunteers are welcome to help out, especially in the beginning to help with 
getting in advertising, etc. 

 

 
Date of next meeting - 13th December 2016 7.00pm at Burley Gate Village 

Hall. 
 

The meeting was closed at 8.20 pm 
 

 
 


