
NOTES  OF  THE  OPGPC  STEERING  GROUP  MEETING 

HELD  AT  BURLEY GATE  VILLAGE  HALL 
TUESDAY, 13TH  SEPTEMBER  2016 AT 7.00PM 

 

 
Attendees: Cllr Richard Leitch NDP SG Coordinator, Cllr Simon 

Harmsworth NDP SG, Pam Harmsworth NDP SG Administrator, Mick Daly, 
Sarah Champness, Stephen Champness, Judy Debenham, Alan 

Debenham, Cllr Paul Mess, Andrew Edwards 

 

Apologies:  Archie Adams, David Farrell, Tricia and Henry Howland, 
David Nicholson, Clive and Maggie Wilson, Helen Spencer, Richard 

Allaway, Julijana and Nino Zappia, Sue Dalton  

Richard opened the meeting at 7.20pm and thanked everyone for coming. 

Update on NDP issues  

Funding 

We have now applied for a grant of £9,000 to cover our envisaged NDP 
costs, e.g. our Professional Consultant, David Nicholson. We have been 

successful and have been awarded our first stage payment of £2940 to 
cover the next 6 months.  We will then then reapply for the following 6 

month stage. 

Mick asked if any money we don't use can stay with us and Richard 
confirmed that we have to send it back but we can reclaim it when we 

apply next time round. 

Report on Flag Open Day 

Our Flag day on 30th July had a good response with 10% of the adult 

population placing 140 flags on the three parish maps.  Richard then took 
the maps home for 3 weeks in case anyone was unable to make that day, 

and about 5 more people went to give their comments/place their flags. 

Simon then accurately recorded all the pins' codes and their positions on 
his computer. A unique number was given for each type of flag and what 

it represented. From this information we compiled a detailed report which 
was then sent to David Nicholson for his evaluation. The report is on the 

website. 

Logo 

The draft logo is to be slightly improved with round bales in the top 

section instead of a plain, large ploughed field to make it more 



appropriate, and  the cattle will be changed to Herefords. It will be in 

black and white and available for the questionnaire. 

Website 

The website is being updated promptly as and when by Simon – there will 
be  more information to come and we hope parishioners will look at it 

from time to time to catch up on NDP news.  The NDP option on the main 

menu shows our NDP page. The NDP option in the category list shows all 
our NDP postings - this is where most of the NDP information is placed. 

We also make sure important posters get pinned on all the parish notice 
boards as an alternative way of  communicating with everyone if they are 

not on the internet. 

Questionnaire  

The whole process of NDP is to get opinions and information from 

parishioners as to what they want in our parish.  

Simon explained that the 13 page draft questionnaire has now been 
produced by David Nicholson. It is based on our Flag Day report  together 

with the  Project Plan produced in 2007. The questionnaire has been 
developed solely for our us; each parish has their own unique set of 

questions.  

Volunteers to review draft 

Mick asked if it would be emailed out to volunteers with the possibility 

that a few neighbours could  get together to discuss it. In fact, all the 
attendees offered to be volunteer reviewers. All comments received will 

be anonymous.  

A decision needs to be made as to whether it is sent to every adult 

resident (16 years and over) or whether we deliver one or two per 
household. 

Distribution of approved draft 

Simon said we are aiming to issue it at the end of October using the 
newsletter delivery volunteers.  

A broad discussion then took place:  

What if couples in the same household differ in opinion and they want 
their own questionnaires?  

Printing additional copies off the website could lead to abuse so where can 

people get more copies if needed? 



Request them from the Administrator? 

How long will people have to fill it in? 

Should people be able to hand it in at the Village Shop? 

Should we supply postage so it can be posted back? 

What are the optimal methods of collection, e.g. by hand? 

This discussion came to no formal conclusions so will be continued at the 

next meeting. 

 

AOB  

Judy asked what was happening with the Community newsletter. Richard 

explained there was a recent meeting with Giles, the OPGPC Chairman, 
and both Martin Hoskins (Much Cowarne and Moreton Jeffries Chairman) 

and the Stoke Lacy Chairman.  

It was agreed that we will have to start from the beginning again with a 
new format.  Two residents have put themselves forward as the new 

editors and we obviously need to talk with them.   

The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

Date of next meeting will be 11th October 2016 at 7.00pm 

 

Website: http://oclepychardgroup-pc.gov.uk 

 


